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Reference  

 

Background 

The outcomes of the following meetings within the framework of HELCOM held in the intersessional period, 
relevant to MORS EG, are available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal: 

 50th Meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 50-2016), Laulasmaa, Estonia, 15-16 June 2016; 

 Extra Meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 50A-2016), Online meeting, 23 September 2016; 

 Sixth Meeting of the Project for the Development of the Second Holistic Assessment of the Baltic Sea 
(HOLAS II 6-2016), Helsinki, Finland, 4-6 October 2016; 

 Fifth Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature Conservation 
(STATE-CONSERVATION 5-2016), Tallinn, Estonia, 7-11 November 2016; 

 15th Meeting of the Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 15-2016), Helsinki, 
Finland, 17-18 November 2016; 

 51st Meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 51-2016), Helsinki, Finland, 14-15 December 
2016; 

 Extra Meeting of HOLAS II Core Team (HOLAS II 6E-2017), Online meeting, 19 January 2017; 

 Extra Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature Conservation 
(STATE-CONSERVATION 5E-2017), Online meeting, 26 January 2017; 

 38th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM 38-2017), Helsinki, Finland, 28 February - 1 March 
2017; 

 Seventh Meeting of the Project for the Development of the Second Holistic Assessment of the Baltic Sea 
(HOLAS II 7-2017), Copenhagen, Denmark, 4-6 April 2017. 

Issues of relevance to MORS EG, extracted from the outcomes of the aforementioned HELCOM meetings, are 
listed in the Attachment. 

 

Action 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050-2016-327/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2050-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050A-2016-394/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20HOD%2050A-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%206-2016-380/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%206-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20State%20and%20Conservation%205-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2015-2016-379/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2015-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%206E-2017-414/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%206E-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205E-2017-411/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20State%20and%20Conservation%205E-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2038-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%207-2017-444/Public%20documents/Outcome%20HOLAS%20II%207-2017.pdf
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Attachment 

MORS EG 
State and Conservation 5-2016 welcomed the report on the activities of the MORS EG (presentation), noting 

that the core indicator report on ‘Cesium-137 (137Cs) in fish and surface waters’ will be updated based on 

data up to 2015 by end of 2016 at the latest, and that the Thematic assessment of long-term changes in 

radioactivity, based on data 2011-2015, should be ready for endorsement at State and Conservation 6-2017. 

State and Conservation 5-2016 endorsed the Terms of Reference as submitted by the MORS EG with an 

amendment to para 4.11. The Meeting took note of the proposal from Denmark to change the last sentence 

of paragraph 2 in the introduction from ‘operating, decommissioning as well as planned nuclear installations’ 

to ‘operating and decommissioning nuclear installations’. The Meeting took note that other countries would 

like to consult this proposal nationally and will inform of their views at HOD 51-2016. 

State and Conservation 5-2016 took note of the request of the MORS EG to consider the inclusion in the ToR 

a role for the Expert Group as a regional advisor on monitoring and assessment on matters related to 

radiological and nuclear emergencies. The Meeting noted that the role of MORS EG in relation to emergencies 

are already mentioned in two places: ‘to maintain expertise for the Contracting Parties on routine and 

emergency monitoring and assessment of radioactivity in the Baltic Sea’ (last para, expected results); and 

‘the HELCOM MORS EG will exchange information and also inform the State and Conservation Working Group 

on unexpected results and incidents concerning radioactivity’ (para 4.11). The Meeting felt that it is unclear 

what the role of ‘regional advisor” would entail in addition to the tasks already outlined in the ToR and 

requested MORS EG to clarify the request.  

HOD 51-2016 adopted the updated ToR of the HELCOM Expert Group on Monitoring of Radioactive 

Substances in the Baltic Sea (MORS EG) as endorsed by State & Conservation 5-2016 (Denmark withdrew the 

proposal to change the last sentence of paragraph 2 of the introduction). 

HOLAS II report 
HOLAS II 6-2016 noted that the delivery of national data for the purpose of HOLAS II is critical for the 

successful implementation of the assessment tools. HOLAS II 6-2016 discussed the data products and key 

graphic outputs from the project and followed-up on the development of a visual identity and web design 

for the HOLAS II outputs. State and Conservation 5-2016 took note of the overview and timetable of HOLAS 

II project (presentation) and urged Contracting Parties to deliver the necessary data in order to enable the 

project to meet the agreed time-table. HOD 51-2016 took note of the timetable and process for finalizing 

and approving the first version of the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment by June 2017 (document 6-23-Rev.1). 

HOLAS II 6-2016 discussed the name of the report, agreed that the brand name established by the initial 

HELCOM holistic assessment should be maintained but recognized that the term “holistic” is not self-evident 

and requires explanation. The Meeting proposed to use a short-intuitive name for the report, e.g. ‘Baltic Sea 

State report 2017’ while keeping the name 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment as a sub-title. 

HOLAS II 6-2016 agreed that the HOLAS II core team will be involved in the intersessional further planning of 

the preparation of the HOLAS II material, including the setting up of a writing team for the summary report 

which will consist of members of HOLAS Core Group, Secretariat and a professional in scientific 

communication, and planning the structure of the thematic assessments.  

HOLAS II 6-2016 agreed that the writing team will be tasked with drafting the first version of the HOLAS II 

summary report (‘Level 1’) in accordance with the outline and work with experts to fill in the content, 

including as relevant HELCOM expert groups/networks/projects, to start drafting the thematic assessments 

(‘Level 2’). 

HOLAS II 7-2017 took note of the outcomes of HELCOM SPICE workshops held in March 2017: 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/Documents/Presentation%2019_ToRs%20of%20MORS%20EG.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/mors/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/Documents/Presentation%203_HOLAS%20II%20presentation.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/6-23-Rev1%20Achievements%20and%20plans%20of%20the%20HOLAS%20II%20project.pdf
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 Workshop on the HOLAS II eutrophication assessment 

 Workshop on the HOLAS II biodiversity assessment 

 Workshop on the HOLAS II hazardous substances assessment 

 Workshop on the pressure and impact assessment 

as well as of the Workshop on the HOLAS II Economic and social analyses (HOLAS II ESA WS 2-2017). 

HOLAS II 7-2017 took note of the presentation by the Secretariat on the overview and outline of the first 

version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. The Meeting recalled that the summary report is focused on 

presenting the key messages and results of the assessment of environmental status while information on 

methods will be provided as supplementary material, and that core indicator reports and fact sheets for 

human activities, pressures and ecosystem component layers will be provided as supporting material.  

HOLAS II 7-2017 took note that written comments from the core team on the meeting documents under 

agenda items 4 to 8 can be submitted to the Secretariat by 13 April 2017 (lena.bergström@helcom.fI). The 

comments will be considered when finalizing the summary report for submission to State & Conservation 6-

2017 (15-19 May) that will aim at the technical endorsement of the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic 

Sea’ report. GEAR 16-2017 (23-24 May) will consider recommending to HOD 52-2017 (20-21 June) to publish 

the report. As the timetable is tight the Contracting Parties are requested to prepare their national position 

on the report for the State & Conservation 6-2017 meeting. The Meeting further noted that the core indicator 

reports are currently being updated to be based on data from 2011-2015 and will be considered at State & 

Conservation 6-2017. 

HOLAS II 7-2017 recommended editorial and visual improvements in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report as 

included in Annex 2 of the outcome. 

Core indicators 
State and Conservation 5-2016 recalled that core indicators are the basis for the HOLAS II assessment. The 

Meeting noted that a more descriptive approach will be used for thematic areas if no core indicators are 

agreed upon or are not operational in time for HOLAS II, noting that such approach has been proposed by 

the HOLAS II core team for marine litter and underwater noise. The Meeting noted that State and 

Conservation 6-2017 will be requested to endorse the first version of the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment. 

The Meeting further noted that the indicator reports will be updated in spring 2017 to be based on the latest 

indicator evaluations. 

State and Conservation 5-2016 took note of the overview of HELCOM indicators and that there are currently 

gaps in the set of core indicators due to lack of data or endorsement of the proposed core indicators. 

HOD 51-2016 supported the proposal by GEAR 15-2016 regarding the use of indicators in HOLAS II: 1) if core 

indicators are not operational on a Baltic-wide scale, the indicators could still be used in the sub-basins where 

they are operational if agreed by countries sharing that basin 2) if pre-core indicators will be shifted to core 

indicators or if core indicators will become operational for additional assessment units during 2017, to 

consider including them in the final version of HOLAS II by mid-2018. 

HOLAS II 6E-2017 took note that information from the core indicator reports will be used in the ‘State of the 

Baltic Sea’ report while the endorsement of the core indicator reports will be considered by State and 

Conservation 6-2017.  

HOLAS II 6E-2017 agreed to initiate the writing of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report based on the new 

proposal for general structure presented in document 3-1, Table 1 and the draft outline of HOLAS II support 

report. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20Eutro%20WS%201-2017-424/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20HELCOM%20SPICE%20Eutro%20WS%201-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20Biodiv%20WS%201-2017-425/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HELCOM%20SPICE%20Biodiv%20WS.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20HZ%20WS%201-2017-426/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20SPICE%20HZ%20WS%201-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20BSII%20WS%201-2017-427/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HELCOM%20SPICE%20BSII%20WS%201-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%20ESA%20WS%202-2017-429/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%20ESA%20WS%202-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%207-2017-444/Related%20Information/1_Overview%20and%20timeline%20of%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report.pdf
mailto:lena.bergström@helcom.fI
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%207-2017-444/Public%20documents/Outcome%20HOLAS%20II%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/Documents/Presentation%204_HELCOM%20Core%20indicators%20overview.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%206E-2017-414/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Proposed%20outline%20of%20the%20state%20of%20the%20sea%20report.pdf
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HOLAS II 7-2017 noted that a clarifying text regarding testing of indicators agreed by State & Conservation 

5E-2017 will be included in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and that indicators that have been agreed to 

be tested will be clearly marked in the report.  

GES boundaries 
HOD 50-2016 agreed to the proposed GES boundaries for hazardous substances as contained in Annex 4 of 

the outcome (pending the study reservations by Poland, Germany, Sweden and Denmark).  

HOD 51-2016 adopted GES-boundaries for the core indicator ‘State of the soft-bottom macrofauna 

community’ as contained in Annex 3 Table 1 of the outcome, taking note of the study reservation on the 

indicator by Denmark and further noted that Denmark currently takes part in the development of the 

indicator and GES-boundaries for additional areas. Indicators with remaining study reservations are listed in 

Annex 3. 

HOLAS II 6-2016 agreed to continue work within HELCOM based on the draft Commission Decision on GES 

(14.9.2016) and stressed that HOLAS II and the supporting HELCOM projects BalticBOOST and TAPAS should 

align their work as far as possible to this version of the draft Commission Decision on GES.  

Assessment tools 
HOD 51-2016 endorsed the methodology to assess biodiversity in HELCOM and HOLAS II (BEAT 3.0 

assessment tool). HOD 51-2016 agreed on the method to assess hazardous substances in HELCOM and HOLAS 

II (CHASE assessment tool). HOD 51-2016 agreed in principle on the method to calculate the Baltic Sea Impact 

Index (BSII) and its use. 

State and Conservation 5E-2017 took note of the proposal for adapting the HELCOM Eutrophication 

Assessment Tool (HEAT 3.0) to the revised European Commission Decision on methodological standards. The 

Meeting noted that HOLAS II 6E-2017 supported the proposed adjustments to the structure of HEAT 3.0 and 

agreed on this proposal. 

HOD 51-2016 supported in principle the tentative planning for a regional consultation on HOLAS II 2017-18. 

HOD 51-2016 considered and agreed on the roadmap for continued HELCOM work on economic and social 

analyses (ESA).  

HELCOM Monitoring Manual 
State and Conservation 5-2016 considered and agreed on the proposed procedure for reviewing and 

updating the HELCOM Monitoring Manual and the engagement of HELCOM expert groups, network and 

projects (document 2MA-3, table 1), and agreed that exhaustive reviews and revisions of the Manual should 

be carried out every six years, next time being in 2019. Intermittent revisions to the manual can be proposed 

by, or requested from, expert bodies, as needed. 

Other issues 
Follow-up of HELCOM agreements 

A new follow-up system for HELCOM agreements (HELCOM Explorer) was launched in May 2016, including 

information on the accomplishment of joint regional actions and national actions agreed in the Baltic Sea 

Action Plan and Ministerial Declarations from 2010 and 2013. 

UN Sustainable Development Goals 

HOD 50-2016 welcomed the initiative to elaborate on HELCOM contribution to reach the targets under the 

UN Sustainable Development Goals, considered the draft matrix useful for national and regional purposes of 

the Contracting Parties, and encouraged to keep it as a living document. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050-2016-327/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2050-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares20165301702_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares20165301702_en
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/6-10%20Roadmap%20for%20continued%20HELCOM%20work%20on%20social%20and%20economic%20analyses.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/MeetingDocuments/2MA-3%20Proposed%20update%20procedure%20for%20the%20HELCOM%20Monitoring%20Manual.pdf
http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html
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A high-level segment on ocean-related Sustainable Development Goals and regional issues important for the 

Baltic Sea was organized during the annual meeting of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM 38-2017) on 28 

February 2017. HELCOM 38-2017 adopted the outcome “HELCOM’s Implementation Outlook of the Ocean-

related SDGs in the Baltic Sea - A Roadmap to Agenda 2030”. 

HELCOM 38-2017 continued discussing the SDGs and approved the report “Measuring progress for the same 

targets in the Baltic Sea”, published recently as Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings No. 150. 

Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

HELCOM 38-2017 supported that the next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in 2018 would be organized on 6 

March 2018 back-to-back with the EU Environment Council in Brussels. The ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 

will be used in the preparation of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in 2018 as well as a background document 

to the Ministerial Meeting. 

Institutional and organisational matters 

HELCOM 38-2017 approved the appointment of Ms Jannica Haldin, Finland, as Professional Secretary for the 

State & Conservation and Gear groups initially for three years as from 1 July 2017, following open and 

competitive recruitment procedure. 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/Related%20Information/Outcome%20of%20High-Level%20Segment%20of%20HELCOM%2038-2017.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP150.pdf

